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Human beings are part of nature and they have been using it as a source of resources to supply their basic needs, both materially and spiritually. Since ancient times, mankind has established interactions of dependency and codependency with natural resources. Nevertheless, in recent years, the world has undergone strong economic and environmental changes. As pointed out by Bawa and Saberwal (2003) , these changes have significant consequences, not only because of the fate of natural ecosystems, but also because of the human societies that are responsible for such changes. Currently, the world is facing a potentially massive loss of wildlife due to anthropogenic activities, such as deforestation, farming, overhunting, overfishing and urbanisation (Alves and Rosa 2007; Bennett et al. 2002; Bennett 2000, 2002) . The aim of EC is to provide a journal to the global scientific community to disseminate research results that may contribute to the conservation of both cultural and biological diversity. We hope that this new journal will promote interaction among ethnobiologists, zoologists, botanists, ecologists, anthropologists, sociologists and any professional dealing with questions regarding biodiversity, serving as a forum for debate on the conservation of natural resources and the maintenance of human cultures.
